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St. Mary Cathedral School

continues to expand on the legacy

built over the last century. As one

walks the hallways, looking at the

past graduates pictures, I am

always reminded of the

responsibility we have to continue

that legacy. 

We are excited for the beginning of

this new school year. We know

there will be challenges and

changes, but we are beyond

grateful for the continued support

from our parish, parents, alumni,

and the entire St. Mary community

near and far. 

We open our doors this year with

attention to safety, a purpose of

learning, a "Catholic Tough"

mindset, and a continued

commitment to our Holy Mother

Church. 

On behalf of St. Mary Cathedral Parish and

School, I want to thank you for your generous

commitment and support. It truly is

appreciated by so many, especially our

students, staff and their families. Supporters

like you enable us to provide a faith filled

education and make an incalculable eternal

impact.

The Lord loves a generous and joyful giver

who is attentive to the needs of others.

With this assurance of Faith I know our

Lord will bless you greatly for all your

sacrifices. Thank you again and may we

celebrate the continued love of the Lord

at work in and through each one of us.

FR. MATTHEW WIGTON

JERRY BELANGER

PRINCIPAL
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A  LITTLE  BIT

ABOUT  US

Established in 1894, St. Mary

Cathedral School of Gaylord,

Michigan is a Catholic school serving

over 300 students, preschool

through 12th grade. Our smaller

class sizes ensure individualized

attention and offer an environment

dedicated to teaching more than

just the basics. St. Mary Cathedral

School works tirelessly to provide a

dynamic academic experience,

rooted in Gospel values and taught

by an innovative, educated, and

dedicated staff. We employ high

quality educators who implement

the faith in their daily instruction.

Our school partners with St. Mary

Cathedral Parish to create a faith

filled atmosphere with

opportunities to serve and learn in

the faith. We instill in students a

deep awareness of God’s presence

in their lives through a dynamic

Catholic education.

There is no doubt that the affects of COVID-

19 have hit our school and families large and

wide. Currently, our enrollment is down

about 10%.

We are no longer able to host our in-
person Gala which not only raises vital
funds for our school but brings about a
sense of community and fun for all those
who attend and volunteer. 

We have had to put on a different lens and

re-imagine what fundraising will look like

for us going forward, and we hope you will

support us in making a difference in the

lives of these students and families at St.

Mary Cathedral School. 
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“The mission of the Catholic school
is the integral formation of students,

so that they may be true to their
condition as Christ’s disciples and as

such work effectively for the
evangelization of culture and for the

common good of society.”
-Pope John Paul II



THE  TOTAL  NEED :  $90 ,000
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Typically, our annual fundraiser, The Gala, raises an average of $90,000 in restricted
and unrestricted gifts. Because we are not able to have this very important in-person

fundraiser, there is a significant void in our annual budget. The unrestricted funds

help pay for things like utilities, computers, library supplies, maintenance needs and

much more, which are essential to the operations of our school. The restricted funds
are raised for the greatest area of needs for our school each year. This year, it

relates to our cafeteria. Below you will see our top three needs for this school year.

During the typical evening of the Gala, we have

a Paddle’s Up portion of the night which is

dedicated to making an impact on one specific

need within the school. Previous Paddle's Up

appeals have made it possible for us to purchase

items related to security enhancements, new

textbooks, and smartboard technology.

One of our major priorities for the upcoming

school year is to drastically improve our kitchen

and cafeteria. With most of our major appliances

dating back to the 1990’s, we are in need of

some improvements totaling roughly $45,000.

Cafeteria & Kitchen Upgrades: $45,000

Walk-in Freezer $15,436

Dishwasher $10,250

& Heat Booster $2,950

Convection Ovens $8,041

3 Door Refrigerator $4,084

Milk Cooler $3,029

Retain and Attract Quality Staff: $25,000

As it stands currently, most of our teachers make less than 38% of

what teachers make at Gaylord Community Schools. Our goal is to

attract and retain our experienced and dedicated teachers and

create sustained long-term employees. A gift from you helps
bridge the salary gap for our qualified teachers who serve as
role models every day and ensure that we are able to attract and

retain high quality teachers and staff.



Maintain Operations: $20,000

We want our school to maintain its status of providing a safe and welcoming

environment for our students and staff. We offer a wide variety of extra-
curricular opportunities to ensure we are nurturing a well-rounded
student, eager to specialize and grow in their specific talents. These include

athletics, band, theatre, art, as well as specialized courses like financial

management, AP courses, religion, etc.

Although we are small, this does not mean we can’t offer big opportunities to
our students and families.
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TOTAL  FUNDRAISING  GOAL :
$90 ,000

With the uncertainties that the new school year
brings, and our inability to host a typical
fundraising Gala, we are asking you to make a
gift directly to St. Mary Cathedral School. What

we do know is that we still need a vibrant, Catholic

school to remain here in our community to provide

a strong faith based education for our future. We

would not be able to maintain the needs outlined

here from tuition income alone.

All gifts received during the annual  2020-2021

campaign will receive a donor appreciation gift and a

feature in our campaign report in thanks and

appreciation for all of your support!

Your gift to this campaign would mean more than
textbooks and school supplies. It means kids
learning in a safe environment, with quality
educators, setting them up for a future of success.

St. Mary Cathedral

School cannot survive

on tuition alone. With

an annual budget of

over 2 million dollars

each year, tuition

income only makes up

for 44% of that total

budget. Your support
is vital in keeping our
school thriving for
years to come.

INCOME

BREAKDOWN
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Tuition Income

44.1%

Fundraising Income

20.6%

Parish Support

20.1%

Misc. Income

8.7%
Grants and Scholarships

6.5%

"Catholic education is
above all a question of

communicating
Christ, of helping to
form Christ in the

lives of others."
-Pope John Paul II

Any dollars raised above and beyond
our goal will be directed towards the
St. Mary Cathedral School
Endowment fund which is just
$20,000 away from having $1 million
dollars invested. This fund generates
over $40,000 each year for St. Mary
Cathedral School, and the more we
grow that fund, the more our school
gets back each year, forever.



We
appreciate

your support!

There are three easy ways to support this campaign:

HOW  TO  GIVE
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All gifts are tax deductible. If you have any questions or would like to discuss other
giving options, please contact Shannon O'Connor at (989) 705-3569 or e-mail

soconnor@stmarycathedral.org

1 .

2 .  

3 .  

Make a gift online at www.gaylordstmary.org/support/2020-campaign

Make a gift via check or cash using the enclosed gift form and

mail to 606 N Ohio Avenue, Gaylord, MI 49735

Make a gift over the phone by calling (989) 705-3569



ST. MARY CATHEDRAL SCHOOL
989-732-5801

gaylordstmary.org

ST. MARY CATHEDRAL PARISH
989-732-5448

stmarycathedral.org


